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scattered over the Calukyan territory, mostly in North
Karnataka in places like Badami, Aihole, Pattadakal,
Lakkundi, Kukanur, Ittagi and Kuruvatti. The high
quality of performance in this style has already evoked the
admiration of art-critics. The temple of Ittagi, however,
deserves a special mention as it is a perfect work of
architecture mostly unmixed with sculpture. As Will Durant
writes, " Only a Hindu pietist rich in words could describe
the lovely symmetry of the shrine at Ittagi. M * * Here *
says Meadows Taylor "the carving on some of the pillars,
and of the lintels and architraves of the doors, is quite
beyond description. No chased work in silver or gold
could possibly be finer. " * James Fergusson remarks " At

Ittagi ..,. is a large Saiva temple----which----must be

regarded as one of the most highly finished and
architecturally perfect of the Calukyan shrines that have
come down to us."5 In the Virupaksa temple at Pattadakal,
which is a place " remarkable for some of the finest and
most interesting structural temples in India*', * on the
pillars are carved stories from the epics in continuous
narrative reminding one of similar carvings in the temples
of Java and possibly suggesting the influence of Karnataka
art on greater India according to expert opinion.
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